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Abstract. The decay of 123Ba to 123Cs has been studied with mass-separated sources. Singles spectra of
γ-rays, X-rays and conversion electrons as well as γ − γ − t, γ − e− − t, and X − e− − t coincidences were
recorded. A level scheme of 123Cs has been constructed including 26 new excited states and 82 transitions.
The existence of a Iπ = 11/2−, T1/2 = 1.7 s isomer, bandhead of the h11/2 band, is confirmed. Its excitation
energy equals 156.3 keV. A new T1/2 = 114 ns isomer has been established at 232 keV using the in-beam
recoil catcher technique. It is assigned to the Iπ = 9/2+ bandhead of the πg9/2 band. Collective bands
based on the 1/2+ ground state and first 3/2+ excited state are proposed. The level structure is described
in the frame of the interacting boson-fermion and core-quasiparticle coupling models.

PACS. 21.10.Re Collective levels – 23.20.Lv Gamma transitions and level energies – 23.20.Nx Internal
conversion – 21.60.Ev Collective models – 27.60.+j 90 ≤ A ≤ 149

1 Introduction

Nuclei with neutron number 64 ≤N≤ 70 and proton
number Z ≤ 54 were predicted to possess relatively flat
potential-energy surfaces with respect to the quadrupole
shape asymmetry parameter γ [1]. The light Cs isotopes
were calculated as γ-soft with prolate quadrupole defor-
mation at low-excitation energy [2,3]. For 123Cs, with a
quadrupole deformation β2 = 0.24 [4], the 55th proton
is expected to occupy positive-parity orbitals originat-
ing from the d5/2, g7/2 or g9/2 shell-model states and a
negative-parity orbital from the h11/2 spherical subshell
producing strongly coupled bands and a decoupled band,
respectively.
Band structures related to some of these orbitals have

been effectively observed in 123Cs by in-beam γ-ray spec-
troscopy studies [3, 5-7]. Many in-beam data are avail-
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able so far contrary to experimental results for low-lying
low-spin levels which are relatively scarce [8-11]. As these
low-spin data were not taken into account, the high-spin
bands established from in-beam experiments were not well
positioned in the existing level schemes and, most of the
time, their lowest parts were missing.

We have undertaken a study to establish the spin, par-
ity and excitation energy of low-lying states of 123Cs, par-
ticularly of the intrinsic states on which the bands are
based, knowing that the magnetic moment, spin-parity
and half-life of the ground state of 123Cs are µ = +1.377
n.m., Iπ = 1/2+ and T1/2 = 5.9 min, respectively [12-14].
In this publication, new data on low-spin states in 123Cs
populated from the β+/EC decay of 123Ba (T1/2 = 2.7
min) are presented. The techniques employed in decay-
studies and on-line experiments are explained in Sect. 2.
The level structure of 123Cs including twenty-six new ex-
cited states is described in Sect. 3 and interpreted in
Sect. 4 using the interacting boson-fermion model and the
core-quasiparticle coupling model.



42 The European Physical Journal A

2 Techniques and experimental results

2.1 Decay studies

Experiments were performed at the Synchrocyclotron fa-
cility at Orsay. Mass-separated 123Ba samples were pro-
duced at the ISOCELE2 separator. Thick molten lan-
thanum metallic targets were bombarded with 3He beams
of 280 MeV energy and 1 to 2 µA intensity. The barium
activity was extracted and collected as stable and volatile
BaF+ ions produced by introducing CF4 inside the ion
source of the isotope separator [15]. Thus the 123Ba iso-
tope was extracted at a mass A = 142 (123+19) without
any simultaneous pollution of 123Cs. The mass-separated
samples collected on aluminized mylar tape were trans-
ported by an automatic tape-transport system to a low-
background detection site. A description of the technical
details is given in [16]. In order to adjust the extraction
parameters for 123Ba, direct γ-ray singles or multi spectra
were analysed. Then samples collected during 300 seconds
were used during 300 seconds for γ−γ−t coincidence mea-
surements with a low-energy and high resolution HP Ge
and a 20% efficiency Ge detector. Coincidence events were
recorded on tape and sorted off-line.
The barium activity collected on the mylar tape was

also transported sequentially inside an electron magnetic
selector installed at the ISOCELE facility. Conversion
electrons in a large energy range were detected by a Si
detector with typical energy resolution of 2 keV. The me-
chanical set-up associated with the selector was designed
in order to install a coaxial Ge detector in front of a thin
Be window, at approximately 35 mm of the radioactive
sample. For a given magnetic field produced inside the
magnetic selector eliminating e+ spectra, γ − e− − t coin-
cidence events were recorded simultaneously with electron
and γ-ray singles spectra.
The low-energy γ-ray spectrum recorded with the

high-resolution Ge detector is shown in Fig. 1. Partial
γ-ray and electron spectra are presented in Fig. 2. The
100−200 keV energy range has been selected to show typ-
ical strongly converted M1, E2, or M1+E2 transitions at
116.2, 123.6, 137.0 and 201.0 keV compared to the weakly
converted E1 transition at 120.0 keV.
Energies and intensities of the γ-rays assigned to the

decay of 123Ba to 123Cs are listed in Table 1. The energies
reported in the 50 − 100 keV range have been obtained
with the high-resolution Ge detector. As the collection
and measurement times of 300 s used in the present stud-
ies are not very short in comparison to the T1/2 = 5.9 min
half-life of the 123Cs ground state, the associated decaying
γ-rays have been identified as coincident events with the
Xe K-X rays, in agreement with the results of [11,14]. The
61.7 keV γ-line reported as E3 in Table 1 corresponds to
the decay of the T1/2 = 1.7 s,(Iπ = 11/2−) isomeric state
in 123Cs [11]. The internal conversion coefficients listed in
Table 2 were determined using the 83.3, 97.3, 261.7, 304.0,
307.0 and 596.7 keV transitions in 123Xe [11,14] as nor-
malization lines. The αK coefficients have been deduced
from conversion electron singles spectra and conversion
electron spectra in coincidence with Cs Kα+Kβ X-rays.

Fig. 1. Low-energy γ-ray spectrum observed in the decay of
123Ba. The peaks produced in the subsequent 123Cs to 123Xe
decay are indicated by “Xe”

Fig. 2. Singles spectra recorded in the 100 − 200 keV energy
range with mass-separated samples of 123Ba. γ-rays (top) and
corresponding conversion electron lines (bottom) are selected
to show differences in transition multipolarities. The symbols
•,⊗,<> in the singles electron spectrum indicate the main L
or M conversion lines of the strongest transitions at 92.9 and
94.6 keV in Cs, 97.3 keV in Xe, 116.2 and 123.6 keV in Cs,
respectively
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Table 1. List of γ-rays in 123Cs with their energies in keV,
relative intensities and placements between initial and final
levels

Eγ(∆Eγ) Iγ(∆Iγ) Initial Final

(keV) (relative) Ei Iπ
i Ef Iπ

f

(keV) (keV)

23.2(1)a wb 146.8 5/2+ 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

29.0(1)a wb 123.6 3/2+,5/2+ 94.6 5/2+

30.6a - 30.6 3/2+ 0.0 1/2+

52.20(5) 1.5(1) 146.8 5/2+ 94.6 5/2+

58.30(5) 2.7(1) 214.6 7/2− 156.3 11/2−

61.70(5)c wb 156.3 11/2− 94.6 5/2+

63.97(3) 16.6(1) 94.6 5/2+ 30.6 3/2+

67.75(5) 1.1(1) 214.6 7/2− 146.8 5/2+

84.8(1) 2.5(2) 231.6 7/2+ 146.8 5/2+

92.92(3) 47(1) 123.6 3/2+,5/2+ 30.6 3/2+

94.57(3) 100d 94.6 5/2+ 0.0 1/2+

96.46(6) 11.3(3) 328.1 5/2+,7/2+ 231.6 7/2+

108.1(1) 0.7(1) 231.6 7/2+ 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

116.2(1) 43.5(5) 146.8 5/2+ 30.6 3/2+

120.0(1) 20(1) 214.6 7/2− 94.6 5/2+

123.6(1) 54.8(5) 123.6 3/2+,5/2+ 0.0 1/2+

137.0(1) 20.5(5) 231.6 7/2+ 94.6 5/2+

146.8(1) 7.3(2) 146.8 5/2+ 0.0 1/2+

201.0(1) 53(3) 231.6 7/2+ 30.6 3/2+

231.7(2) 1.8(2) 698.8 (7/2+) 467.6 9/2+

233.5(2) 3.5(5) 328.1 5/2+,7/2+ 94.6 5/2+

236.0(2) 3.2(2) 467.6 9/2+ 231.6 7/2+

260.3(1) 6.5(5) 474.9 3/2− 214.6 7/2−

262.0(2) 2.5(5) 494.0 5/2+ 231.6 7/2+

309.5(3) 2.1(2) 784.4 (5/2−, 7/2−) 474.9 3/2−

336.2(3) 1.7(2) 811.2 5/2+ 474.9 3/2−

347.3(2) 10.1(8) 494.0 5/2+ 146.8 5/2+

351.3(3) 0.7(1) 474.9 3/2− 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

370.6(2) 35(2) 494.0 5/2+ 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

373.1(2) 18.5(5) 467.6 9/2+ 94.6 5/2+

380.3(5) 1.3(5) 474.9 3/2− 94.6 5/2+

389.0(5) 1.3(2) 621.0 5/2+ 231.6 7/2+

399.6(2) 7.1(1) 494.0 5/2+ 94.6 5/2+

401.3(2) 2.0(2) 524.7 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

410.8(2) 13.6(2) 557.5 (5/2+) 146.8 5/2+

428.3(3) 2.0(5) 1048.5 5/2+ 621.0 5/2+

441.5(4) 2.6(5) 588.5 146.8 5/2+

444.5(4) 3.0(3) 474.9 3/2− 30.6 3/2+

463.7(2) 6.3(3) 494.0 5/2+ 30.6 3/2+

467.5(5) 2.2(3) 698.8 (7/2) 231.6 7/2+

474.8(5) 1.6(2) 621.0 5/2+ 146.8 5/2+

484.2(3) 6(1) 698.8 (7/2+) 214.6 7/2−

494.0(2)e 38.8(5) 494.0 5/2+ 0.0 1/2+

588.5 94.6 5/2+

497.4(2) 16(2) 621.0 5/2+ 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

524.4(3) 5.8(5) 524.7 0.0 1/2+

526.5(5)e 9.0(5) 621.0 5/2+ 94.6 5/2+

557.5 (5/2+) 30.6 3/2+

541.6(3) 6.0(5) 869.8 328.1 5/2+,7/2+

546.8(3) 8.9(5) 1021.5 5/2 474.9 3/2−

557.4(5) 1.5(3) 557.5 (5/2+) 0.0 1/2+

569.8(3) 6.0(5) 784.4 (5/2−, 7/2−) 214.6 7/2−

590.4(3) 9.2(5) 621.0 5/2+ 30.6 3/2+

Table 1. continued

Eγ(∆Eγ) Iγ(∆Iγ) Initial Final

(keV) (relative) Ei Iπ
i Ef Iπ

f

(keV) (keV)

602.8(5) 4.2(5) 749.7 3/2+,5/2+ 146.8 5/2+

621.0(3) 3.0(5) 621.0 5/2+ 0.0 1/2+

626.3(3) 2.5(5) 749.7 3/2+,5/2+ 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

633.5(5) 2.5(5) 728.0 94.6 5/2+

635.1(4) 10.0(5) 866.7 (5/2+) 231.6 7/2+

664.5(5) 1.0(5) 811.2 5/2+ 146.8 5/2+

670.6(3) 7.3(5) 817.2 146.8 5/2+

673.8(5) ≈ 0.5 905.6 231.6 7/2+

688.1(5) 2.5(3) 811.2 5/2+ 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

697.3(5) ≈ 0.5 728.0 30.6 3/2+

716.6(3) 16.1(5) 811.2 5/2+ 94.6 5/2+

718.8(3)e 22.5(5) 749.7 3/2+,5/2+ 30.6 3/2+

866.7 (5/2+) 146.8 5/2+

723.1(5) ≈ 0.5 869.8 146.8 5/2+

749.7(3) 5.0(5) 749.7 3/2+,5/2+ 0.0 1/2+

757.8(3) 2.1(2) 905.6 146.8 5/2+

771.8(4) 1.0(3) 866.7 (5/2+) 94.6 5/2+

780.8(3) 6(1) 811.2 5/2+ 30.6 3/2+

782.4(3) 3.0(3) 905.6 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

786.8(5) 0.9(2) 817.2 30.6 3/2+

807.1(3) 2.5(1) 1021.5 5/2 214.6 7/2−

811.0(2)e 7.5(5) 811.2 5/2+ 0.0 1/2+

905.6 94.6 5/2+

816.8(3)e 2.0(2) 1048.5 5/2+ 231.6 7/2+

817.2 0.0 1/2+

836.2(2) 2.0(2) 866.7 (5/2+) 30.6 3/2+

866.5(5) 2.0(5) 866.7 (5/2+) 0.0 1/2+

874.8(5) 1.3(5) 905.6 30.6 3/2+

894.8(3)f 3.0(5)
898.0(3) 2.7(5) 1021.5 5/2 123.6 3/2+,5/2+

905.5(5) 1.0(3) 905.6 0.0 1/2+

932.3(5)f 1.7(4)
956.0(5)f 2.9(3)
991.3(4) 3.4(3) 1021.5 5/2 30.6 3/2+

1017.0(10) 0.7(2) 1048.5 5/2+ 30.6 3/2+

1021.9(6) 1.8(3) 1021.5 5/2 0.0 1/2+

1048.5(10) 1.2(3) 1048.5 5/2+ 0.0 1/2+

a Transition observed only in X-γ and e−-γ coincidence spec-
tra.
b Weak transition.
c E3 transition known from the decay of the T1/2 = 1.7 s iso-
mer.
d Normalization.
e Doublet.
f Unplaced transition.

In many cases the K/L and L/M ratios were extracted
from γ − e− coincidence spectra. The main prompt γ − γ
and γ − e− coincidence relationships are listed in Tables
3 and 4, respectively.
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Table 2. Internal conversion electron data for transitions observed in the 123Ba→123Cs decay. This part of the table is for
experimental and theoretical αK coefficients and αK/αL ratios

Eγ(keV) αK αK/αL Multipolarity

exp. E1 M1 E2 exp. E1 M1 E2

64.0 3.5(4) 0.64 2.8 4.3 > 9 7.1 7.5 1.1 M1
92.9 0.85(4) 0.23 0.96 1.5 4.6(4) 7.4 7.5 2.1 M1+(E2)
94.6 1.2(1) 0.22 0.92 1.4 3(1) 7.4 7.5 2.1 E2+(M1)
96.5 0.66(8) 0.21 0.86 1.4 > 5 7.5 7.5 2.2 M1
108.1 1.1(2) 0.15 0.63 0.96 7.5 7.5 2.6 E2
116.2 0.65(7) 0.12 0.51 0.76 4.6(8) 7.5 7.5 2.8 M1+E2
120.0 0.11(2) 0.11 0.46 0.69 7.5 7.5 2.9 E1
123.6 0.41(2) 0.10 0.43 0.63 6.8(5) 7.6 7.5 3.0 M1+(E2)
137.0 0.35(5) 0.079 0.32 0.45 8(2) 7.6 7.6 3.3 M1+(E2)
146.8 0.32(3) 0.065 0.26 0.36 3.6(5) 7.7 7.6 3.6 E2
201.0 0.13(1) 0.027 0.11 0.13 4.7(2) 7.8 7.6 4.6 E2
236.0 0.067(15) 0.018 0.073 0.076 7.8 7.6 5.0 M1+E2
260.3 0.063(10) 0.014 0.056 0.056 5(1) 7.8 7.7 5.3 E2
347.3 0.036(6) 0.0065 0.026 0.023 6(1) 7.9 7.8 6.0 M1+E2
370.6 0.029(5) 0.0055 0.022 0.019 > 8 7.9 7.8 6.2 M1
373.1 0.025(4) 0.0054 0.022 0.018 7.9 7.8 6.2 M1+(E2)
389.0 0.030(10) 0.0049 0.020 0.016 7.9 7.8 6.2 M1
399.6 0.020(5) 0.0046 0.018 0.015 8(2) 8.0 7.8 6.3 M1+E2
401.3 0.026(10) 0.0045 0.018 0.015 8.0 7.8 6.3 M1+E2
410.8 0.016(2) 0.0043 0.017 0.014 8(2) 8.0 7.8 6.4 M1+E2
428.3 0.021(10) 0.0038 0.015 0.012 8.0 7.8 6.5 M1+E2
444.5 < 0.01a 0.0035 0.014 0.011 8.0 7.8 6.5 (E1)
463.7 0.011(3) 0.0032 0.013 0.010 8.0 7.8 6.6 M1+E2
484.2 0.004(2)a 0.0029 0.011 0.0087 8.0 7.8 6.7 E1
494.0b 0.0085(6) 0.0027 0.011 0.0087 8(2) 8.0 7.8 6.7 M1+E2
497.4 0.008(2) 0.0027 0.011 0.0080 6(2) 8.0 7.8 6.7 M1+E2
524.4 0.006(2) 0.0024 0.0094 0.0070 8.0 7.9 6.8 M1+E2
526.5 0.007(2) 0.0024 0.0093 0.0069 8.0 7.9 6.9 M1+E2
541.6 0.008(2) 0.0022 0.0087 0.0064 8.0 7.9 6.9 M1+E2
546.8 0.009(3) 0.0022 0.0085 0.0062 8.1 7.9 6.9 M1+E2
569.8 0.006(2) 0.0020 0.0076 0.0056 8.1 7.9 7.0 M1+E2
590.4 0.008(2) 0.0018 0.0070 0.0051 6(2) 8.1 7.9 7.1 M1+E2
621.0 0.005(2) 0.0016 0.0062 0.0045 8.1 7.9 7.1 M1+E2
670.6 0.005(1) 0.0014 0.0052 0.0037 8.1 7.9 7.3 M1+E2
716.6 0.0045(6) 0.0012 0.0044 0.0031 ≈ 7 8.2 8.0 7.3 M1+E2
718.8b 0.0048(6) 0.0012 0.0044 0.0031 ≈ 8 8.2 8.0 7.3 M1+(E2)

a Estimation from coincidence spectra.
b Doublet.

Table 2. Same as preceding but for experimental and theoretical αL internal conversion coefficients

Eγ(keV) αL αK/αL Multipolarity

exp. E1 M1 E2 exp. E1 M1 E2

58.30 4.5(9) 0.12 0.49 6.2 <1 7.0 7.5 0.88 E2

2.2 On-line measurements

In order to search for short 123Cs half-life isomers, ad-
ditional in-beam gamma measurements were carried out
using the recoil catcher method [17] and the CSNSM set-
up at the Orsay MP-Tandem accelerator. A thin self-
supported natural indium target of 400 µg/cm2 thickness
placed perpendicularly to the beam was bombarded by

a 12C beam (E = 57 MeV) pulsed every 400 ns (4 ns
pulse width). The recoiling ions were collected on a thin
(2 µm) aluminium catcher placed 7 cm downstream, this
distance from the target corresponding to a time of flight
of 27 ns. The catcher, with a central hole of 4 mm diam-
eter made in order to minimize any reactions of primary
12C ion beam with the aluminium catcher, was oriented
at 45◦ relative to the beam direction. The burst of γ-rays
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Table 3. Gamma-gamma coincidences observed in 123Cs. All
the γ-rays selected in the gates coincide with the Cs KX-rays
and other γ-rays except for the 463.7 keV line which coincides
only with Cs KX-rays. Weak coincidences are given between
parentheses

Gate (keV) Coincident γ-rays in keV placed in the level
scheme

52.2 64.0, 94.6
58.3 260.3, 569.8
64.0 23.2, 52.2, 61.7, 84.8, 96.5, 120.0, 137.0,

233.5, 373.1, 399.6, 494.0, (569.8),
633.5, (718.8)

67.7 (64.0), 92.9, 94.6, 116.2, 123.6, 146.8,
260.3, 569.8

84.8 (52.2), (64.0), 92.9, 94.6, 116.2, 123.6,
146.8

92.9 23.2, 347.3, 370.6, 401.3, 410.8, 497.4
94.6 23.2, (≈ 29), 52.2, 61.7, 84.8, 96.5, 120.0,

137.0, 233.5, 370.6, 373.1, 380.3,
399.6, 494.0, 526.5, 718.8

96.5 (52.2), 84.8, 92.9, 94.6, 137.0, 201.0, 231.7,
541.6

108.1 92.9, 94.6, 96.5, 123.6, (467.5), 541.6
116.2 67.7, 84.8, 96.5, 347.3, 410.8, 441.5,

(541.6), 602.8
120.0 64.0, 94.6, 260.3, 484.2, 569.8
123.6 23.2, 67.7, 84.8, 108.1, (347.3), 370.6,

(389.0), 401.3, 410.8, 497.4, 898.0
137.0 64.0, 92.9, 94.6, 96.5, 541.6, 635.1
146.8 67.7, 84.8, (96.5), 347.3, 410.8
201.0 96.5, 236.0, (467.5), 541.6, 635.1, 816.8
231.7 (96.5), 201.0
236.0 137.0, 201.0
260.3 58.3, (64.0), 67.7, (94.6), 120.0, (309.5),

(546.8)
262.0 (137.0), (201.0)
347.3 92.9, 116.2, 123.6, 146.8
370.6 (29.0), 64.0, 92.9, 94.6, 123.6
373.1 64.0, 94.6

399.6 + 401.3 64.0, 92.9, 94.6, 123.6
410.8 92.9, (94.6), 116.2, 123.6, 146.8
463.7 KX-Cs
484.2 58.3, (67.7), (116.2), 120.0

D494.0 64.0, 94.6
497.4 (29.0), 64.0, 92.9, 94.6, 123.6

D526.5 (64.0), 94.6
541.6 (84.8), 92.9, 94.6, (96.5), (108.1)
569.8 58.3, 64.0, (67.7), 94.6, (116.2), 120.0,

(146.8)
633.5 + 635.1 94.6, 116.2, 137.0, 201.0

670.6 (84.8), (92.9), (94.6), 116.2, 123.6
716.6 64.0, 94.6

D718.8 (64.0), (94.6), 116.2, 146.8
780.8 + 782.4 (123.6)

811.0 (64.0), 94.6
D816.8 (64.0), (92.9), (94.6), (123.6), 137.0, 201.0

D Doublet.

Table 4. Gamma-electron coincidences observed in 123Cs.
Weak coincidences are given between parentheses

Gate (keV) Coincident conversion-electron lines placed
in the level scheme

64.0 K52.2, L30, M30, L61.7, M61.7, K120.0, K137.0

84.8 K92.9, K96.5, K116.2, L92.9, M92.9, L116.2,
M116.2

92.9 L30.6, M30.6, (K84.8), K108.1, L96.5, M96.5,
K370.6

94.6 K52.2, L29.0, K96.5, K120.0, (L96.5), K137.0,
L137.0, M137.0, K233.6, K236.0, K370.6, K373.1

96.5 L30, M30, K84.8, K94.6, K108.1, K116.2, L94.6,
M94.6, K137.0, L137.0, M137.0, K201.0,
L201.0, (K231), M201.0

116.2 L30.6, M30.6, K84.8, L84.8, K347.3

120.0 (K64.0), L64.0, K94.6, L94.6, M94.6, K260.3

123.6 K108.1, L108.1, K347.3, K370.6, K497.4

137.0 L30.6, M30.6, K64.0, L64.0, K94.6, L94.6,
M94.6, K236.0, L236.0

201.0 L30.6, M30.6, K96.5, L96.5, M96.5, K236.0,
L236.0

260.3 L58.3, K92.9, K120.0, L92.9, K123.6, L123.6,
K309.5

262.0 K137.0, K201.0, L201.0, M201.0

347.3 K92.9, K116.2, L92.9, K123.6, L116.2, K146.8,
M116.2, L123.6, L146.8

370.6 (L29.0), K92.9, L92.9, K123.6, M92.9, L123.6,
M123.6

373.1 L30.6, L64.0, K94.6, L94.6, M94.6

399.6 L64.0, K94.6, L94.6, M94.6

410.8 K92.9, K116.2, L92.9, K123.6, L116.2, K146.8,
M116.2, (L123.6), L146.8

494.0 K94.6, L94.6, M94.6

497.4 K92.9, L92.9, K123.6, M92.9, L123.6, M123.6
D526.5 L64.0, K94.6, M64.0, L94.6, M94.6

541.6 L64.0, K94.6, K96.5, K116.2, K146.8, L116.2,
K201.0

569.8 L58.3, L64.0, K94.6, K120.0, L94.6, M94.6

602.8 K92.9, K116.2, L92.9, L116.2

633.5 + 635.1 (K94.6), L94.6, K116.2, L116.2, K137.0, L137.0,
K201.0, L201.0, M201.0

664.5 K116.2, L116.2

670.6 (K92.9), K116.2, L92.9, K123.6, M92.9, L116.2,
K146.8, M116.2, L146.8

716.6 K64.0, L64.0, K94.6, L94.6, M94.6
D718.8 L30.6, M30.6

D Doublet.

following each heavy ion reaction was detected by a halo
of six BaF2 fast scintillators surrounding the target in co-
incidence with the HF oscillator of the pulsed beam. This
halo started the measurements of the prompt γ-rays with
the two Ge detectors installed close to the target on each
side of the beam line. The same halo started also the mea-
surement of the delayed gamma transitions with another
Ge detector placed near to the catcher foil.
All the prompt transitions belonging to the bands

based on the Iπ = 11/2− and 9/2+ states were seen in
the γ-ray spectra collected at the target position except
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Fig. 3. Time spectra measured on-line in the In+12C reaction
at 57 MeV for γ-rays collected on the catcher (see details in
Sect. 2.2). Curves a) and b) represent the experimental data
obtained for the 201.0 and 137.0 keV γ-rays of 123Cs, respec-
tively. Curve c) is for the intense 89.5 keV line of 124Cs pro-
duced in the same reaction. The T1/2 = 69 ns life time of this
89.5 keV line has been used as a reference

for the 137.0 and 201.0 keV transitions identified in pre-
vious in-beam measurements [3,6,7]. Moreover, in the de-
layed γ-spectra emitted by the catcher, all the prompt
transitions disappear except for the 137.0 and 201.0 keV
transitions which have significant contributions as well as
all the known γ-rays coming from the decay of the 124mCs
isomer (T1/2 = 6.3 s [18]). This shows the existence of a
new 123Cs isomer which had not been evidenced in previ-
ous in-beam measurements [6,7]. The half-life of this iso-
mer (T1/2 = 114±5 ns) was deduced from the decay curves
of the 137.0 and 201.0 keV delayed transitions (see Fig. 3)
extracted from the Eγ − Tγ matrix and compared to that
of the 89.5 keV transition deexciting the long lived iso-
mer (T1/2 = 69 ns) in 124Cs (also produced by heavy ion
induced reaction) identified previously at the ISOCELE
facility [18].

3 The level scheme of 123Cs

The 123Cs level scheme obtained in the present work is
shown in Figs. 4 and 5. The low-energy part displayed
in Fig. 4 is presented to facilitate the discussion and the
comparison with in-beam data. The excited states were
placed on the basis of energies, intensities, multipolarities,
and coincidence relationships of the transitions assigned to
the decay of 123Ba. The main difficulty in constructing the

level scheme was caused by the existence of an intense and
strongly converted 30.6 keV transition located in the γ-
spectra in the vicinity of the Kα2, Kα1 and Kβ Cs X-rays
at 30.62, 30.97 and 35.0 keV, respectively. The existence
of this 30.6 keV transition in the 123Ba→123Cs decay was
already firmly established from the first multispectrum
analysis of singles and X-β coincidence spectra recorded
on mass-separated samples with a high-resolution Ge(Li)
detector and a plastic β-counter [19]. The complexity of
the level scheme has been solved thanks to γ − e− coin-
cidences (Table 4). When gating on γ-rays, two groups of
electrons were systematically observed at 25.0 and 29.4
keV corresponding to the L and M groups of the 30.6 keV
highly-converted transition, respectively. Their intensity
ratio Ie(29)/Ie(25) ≈ 0.2 is in perfect agreement with the
M/L ratio of conversion electrons of a 30.6 keV transition.
At such an energy, the M/L ratio is almost independent of
the multipolarity which explains why we have not estab-
lished the multipolarity of the transition. Its placement
just above the Iπ = 1/2+ ground state of 123Cs is sup-
ported by the whole set of experimental results. We have
measured M1 and E2 multipolarities for the 64.0 and 94.6
keV transitions, respectively (Table 2). The multipolarity
of the 94.6 keV transition, cross-over of the 30.6 and 64.0
keV transitions, allows to assign spin and parity 3/2+ and
5/2+ to the two lowest excited states in 123Cs as shown
by the level schemes in Figs. 4, 5.

A T1/2 = 1.7 s,(Iπ = 11/2−) isomer at 156.3 keV has
been previously identified at the ISOLDE facility [11] as
well as its decay mode to the ground state via the 61.7
keV, E3 transition. As a feeding of this isomer directly
from the Iπ = 5/2+ ground state of 123Ba is very unlikely
and as we have observed the 61.7 keV γ-ray in our exper-
iments, excited levels in 123Cs situated above the isomer
were populated by beta decay. These levels are identified
at 214.6, 474.9 and 784.4 keV. Their spins and negative
parity are proved by the E2, E1, E2 and M1/E2 multipo-
larities of the 58.3, 120.0, 260.3 and 569.8 keV transitions,
respectively. This set of levels together with their connec-
tions to positive-parity levels are shown at the right-hand
side of Fig. 4. Our results confirm the placement of the
Iπ = 11/2− isomer which was not considered in previ-
ous in-beam studies [6,7] and establish its internal feed-
ing without any direct β/EC branching from the 123Ba
precursor.

The lowest Iπ = 9/2+ excited level in 123Cs was pro-
posed earlier [6,7] to be situated at an excitation energy
of 296 keV, decaying to positive- and negative-parity low-
lying states via an E2 transition of 201 keV and an E1
transition of 137 keV, respectively. A collective ∆I = 1
band was based upon this 9/2+ state, including strong
I+1→I γ-rays at 269, 304, 337, 368 .... keV. As mentioned
in Sect. 2.2, the same prompt cascade was observed at
the target position in our in-beam experiment performed
with a pulsed beam at the MP-Tandem facility at Orsay,
while the two decaying γ-lines at 137.0 and 201.0 keV
were only seen as delayed lines at the catcher placed 7
cm behind the target. Moreover these two γ-lines exhibit
the same half-life of T1/2 = 114 ns (Fig. 3) and were de-
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Fig. 4. Low-energy part of the level scheme of 123Cs deduced from the 123Ba (T1/2 = 2.7 min) decay. Transition and level
energies are given in keV

tected in the 123Ba to 123Cs decay with an intensity ratio
Iγ(137)/Iγ(201) = 0.38 close to the value 0.49 reported
earlier [7]. The E2 multipolarity deduced in the present
work for the 201.0 keV transition (Table 2) agrees with
the in-beam data [6,7] but the preponderant M1 charac-
ter deduced from electron measurements and assigned to
the 137.0 keV transition (Table 2) disagrees with these in-
beam results in which it was supposed to be an E1 dipole
transition. From these arguments, we conclude that there
exists a Iπ = 7/2+ excited state in the level scheme of
123Cs which deexcites to both the Iπ = 5/2+ state at
94.6 keV and Iπ = 3/2+ state at 30.6 keV (Fig. 4). Then,
the Iπ = 9/2+ bandhead of a collective ∆I = 1 band
is located higher in energy than the Iπ = 7/2+ state at
231.6 keV, i.e. at (231.6 + X) keV. It is not fed by beta
decay in which the 137.0 and 201.0 keV transitions ex-
hibit no long half-life . Very likely the Iπ = 9/2+ isomeric

state with T1/2 = 114 ns decays via a very low-energy iso-
meric transition to the Iπ = 7/2+ level at 231.6 keV. This
would correspond to a situation similar to that known in
121I and 119I where short half-lives isomers are known [20,
21]. If the energy interval X between the 9/2+ (isomeric)
and 7/2+ states is very small (e.g. few tenths of a keV),
the 9/2+→7/2+ transition will not show up in the spec-
tra. However a (137.0 + X) keV transition should exist
between the 9/2+ and 5/2+ levels, but it is not resolved
from the known strong M1, 7/2+→5/2+ line of 137.0 keV.
The seventeen excited states reported in Figs. 4 and

5 with excitation energies larger than 470 keV have been
established from coincidence and/or energy relationships.
Except for four of them, they essentially decay to the
5/2+, 3/2+ and 1/2+ low-lying levels. In a few cases, one
assigns tentatively spin and parity. The Iπ = 3/2− state at
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Fig. 5. Levels in 123Cs populated in the 123Ba (T1/2 = 2.7 min) decay. Gamma transitions are only shown from states having
excitation energies larger than 400 keV. Transition and level energies are given in keV
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474.9 keV belong to the negative-parity system built above
the Iπ = 11/2− isomeric state discussed above. Its main
deexcitation goes to the 7/2− state via the E2, 260.3 keV
transition and also to three lowest positive-parity states.
A possible E1 multipolarity for the 444.5 keV transition
feeding the 30.6 keV state confirms the assigned negative-
parity. The excited state at 698.8 keV which is weakly
fed from 123Ba decays mainly to the 7/2− state at 214.6
keV via a 484.2 keV, E1 transition and also to the 7/2+
state at 231.6 keV and 9/2+ state at 467.6 keV via tran-
sitions of undetermined multipolarities. Spin and parity
7/2+ are proposed for the 698.8 keV state. A tentative
Iπ = (5/2−, 7/2−) assignment has been retained for the
state at 784.4 keV decaying via weak γ-rays to negative-
parity states at 214.6 and 474.9 keV. The situation is
not clear for the parity of the 1021.5 keV state. Indeed
the M1/E2 character of the 546.8 keV γ-ray going to the
Iπ = 3/2− level at 474.9 keV indicates a negative par-
ity while a β-branching of ≈ 2% from 123Ba suggests a
positive parity. One could think of the existence of a dou-
blet at ≈ 1021.5 keV if we knew the multipolarities of the
807.1, 898.0, 991.3, and 1021.9 keV lines (Fig. 5).
To confirm the spins and parities of the states shown

in Figs. 4, 5, one can in principle estimate the (β++EC)
percentage feedings at each level from the γ-ray intensity
balances. In the present case this procedure appears use-
less for two main reasons. First, the gamma intensity bal-
ance cannot be precisely estimated for the 30.6 keV level.
Indeed, the collecting and counting times of 300 s used to
study the 123Ba samples were not adapted to normalize
our results to the strong γ-line intensities known in the
subsequent (β++EC) decay of 123Cs to 123Xe, T1/2 = 5.9
min [11]. Second, in the present work levels have not been
identified above 1.1 MeV but they could exist due to the
high Q(EC) value. However, assuming no feeding from the
Iπ = 5/2+ ground state of 123Ba to the Iπ = 1/2+ ground
state of 123Cs and assuming that the feedings to even-
tual levels above 1.1 MeV are weak, (β++EC)-feedings
and log ft values have been calculated using the tabulated
Qβ = 5463 keV value [22] and the Gove and Martin ta-
bles [23] assigning successively 10% or 20% of the total
feeding to the Iπ = 3/2+ excited state at 30.6 keV. With
this procedure, the deduced log ft values appear too large.
For example the log ft value reaches 6.0± 0.2 for the well
established Iπ = 5/2+ state at 94.6 keV which receives
approximately 20% of the β-feeding. The use of recent ex-
perimental data, Q(EC) = 5.33±0.10 MeV from [24] and
Q(EC) = 5389±20 keV from [25], which are very close to
the tabulated ones do not affect the log ft values appre-
ciably. So, unfortunately the log ft values cannot be used
to support spin and parity assignments.

4 Discussion and comparison with theories

The present level scheme of 123Cs essentially derived from
(β+/EC) decay contains new informations at low excita-
tion energy and allows to place the rotational band struc-
tures observed in in-beam experiments by fixing the ex-
citation energy of their bandheads. It shows a large den-

sity of new positive-parity states below 500 keV excita-
tion energy, some of them being separated by only 20 or
30 keV. A systematics of low-lying positive-parity levels
known in neutron-deficient odd-A Cs isotopes is shown in
Fig. 6. Spin and parity assignments of the ground states
have been deduced from atomic beam magnetic resonance
(ABMR) experiments [12,13]. They have been used as a
basis to built all the cesium level schemes and deduce the
spin and parity of the excited states. When the excitation
energy of the 11/2− bandheads arising from the 1/2−[550]
Nilsson orbital of the h11/2 proton subshell is known, this
11/2− state is also shown in the figure. For 119Cs and
121Cs, collective ∆I = 2 bands have been observed by in-
beam studies [3,6] but the low excitation energy of their
11/2− base state is still undetermined.
A Woods-Saxon single-particle diagram for protons in

the discussed mass region is given in Fig. 7. It shows the
relative positions of the orbitals close to the Fermi surface
which originate from the d5/2, g7/2, h11/2, s1/2 and d3/2

subshells. The 9/2+[404] orbital which corresponds to the
deeply bound πg9/2 proton hole state observed in the odd-
A, odd-Z nuclei in this region is also shown in this figure.
The impossibility to measure the quadrupole moments

of I = 1/2 states prevents a direct estimation of the corre-
sponding quadrupole deformations. This deformation has
been calculated to be β2 = 0.24 for the 123Cs ground
state [4]. For this value the positive-parity Nilsson config-
urations accessible for the 55th proton are 1/2+[420] and
3/2+[422] originating from the d5/2 and g7/2 subshells and
9/2+[404] from the g9/2 subshell (Fig. 7).
Calculations performed so far for the light odd-A

cesiums do not describe the experimental results. For
example, bandhead energy calculations [3] made for
119,121,123Cs fail to reproduce the real situation. Indeed the
3/2+, 1/2+, 11/2−, 9/2+ bandheads are calculated with
the same order in the three isotopes contrary to the exper-
imental situation. This illustrates the difficulty to perform
realistic calculations for these transitional odd-A cesiums
with neutron numbers close to N = 68. The complexity
of a theoretical description is confirmed by an evaluation
made for the A ≈ 120 − 130 mass region using combined
potential-energy-surface and cranked shell-model calcula-
tions [33]. This treatment has predicted a prolate-oblate
shape coexistence for nuclei with Z ≤ 56 and N ≤ 68
while oblate shapes are expected to be more stable for
nuclei with Z ≤ 56 and N ≥ 70.
In the present work we have applied the Interacting

Boson-Fermion Model (IBFM) and Core-QuasiParticle
Coupling model (CQPC) to the neutron-deficient 123Cs
nucleus. In the following subsections detailed treatments
and results are given successively for the negative- and
positive-parity states.

4.1 The IBFM-2 model calculation

Extensive calculations of the energy of both the positive-
and negative-parity levels and electromagnetic properties
of odd-A Cs isotopes have been presented in 1985 in the



50 The European Physical Journal A

Fig. 6. Systematics of low-lying positive-parity levels in odd-A Cs isotopes. The evolution of the Iπ = 11/2− state is also
shown. The data are from the present work and [3,5-7,10,11,26-32]

framework of the IBFM-2 model [34]. At that time there
was no reliable experimental information for the positive-
parity states of Cs nuclei with mass lighter than A = 125
and these calculations had a full predictive character for
the lighter isotopes and positive-parity states (see Fig. 3 of
[34]). According to our knowledge, experimental data on
positive-parity states emerging later [3,7] were never dis-
cussed in terms of any IBFM-like calculations while the
negative-parity states in 125,127,129Cs have been the sub-
ject of theoretical interpretations [35]. The IBFM-1 and
IBFM-2 models are rather successful in describing ener-
gies and gamma branching ratios of the negative-parity
states. This is well understandable due to the wealthier
experimental information and a simpler structure due to
the domination of the unique-parity h11/2 orbital.

To describe the odd-proton nucleus 123Cs in IBFM-2,
an odd proton is coupled to the even-even core nucleus
122Xe described in terms of proton- and neutron-bosons.
The Hamiltonian is written as

H = HB +HF + VBF (1)

where HB is the usual boson Hamiltonian for the even-
even core described in the IBM-2 model, HF the fermion
Hamiltonian and VBF the interaction between the odd-
fermion and the bosonic core. For the boson core, 122Xe,
thirty-two levels up to spin I = 16 were calculated by us-
ing the parameters taken from [36] and given explicitly
in Table 1 of [34] i.e. επ = εν = 0.72 MeV, κ = −0.137
MeV, χπ = −0.80, χν = −0.20, C(ν)

0 = −0.05 MeV and
C

(ν)
2 = −0.12 MeV. The notations are those of [34]. It



A. Gizon et al.: Level structure using the IBFM and CQPC models 51

Fig. 7. Single-particle proton levels of the deformed Woods-
Saxon potential as a function of the quadrupole deformation
β2. Positive- and negative-parity states are represented by solid
and dot-dashed lines, respectively

Table 5. Single-particle energies εj , quasiparticle energies Ej

and occupation probabilities v2
j for the single-proton orbitals

considered in the calculations

Orbitals s.p. energies (εj) q.p. energies (Ej) v2
j

MeV MeV

g7/2 0.000 1.164 0.3159
d5/2 0.200 1.251 0.2488
h11/2 1.500 2.211 0.0639
d3/2 3.000 3.595 0.0232
s1/2 3.350 3.930 0.0193
h9/2 7.000 7.507 0.0052
f7/2 8.000 8.994 0.0036

is worth noting that these parameters are extracted from
a systematic study of the Xe-Ba region and no attempt
has been made to perform an individual fit to 122Xe. The
single-particle (s.p.) energies used and the corresponding
BCS quantities are given in Table 5. The usual formula-
tion of the boson-fermion interaction is used as given, for
instance, in the study of 129,131Ce [37].
We have calculated the level spectrum, the composi-

tion of the states in the single-particle orbitals and the E2
and M1 transition strengths for both the negative- and
positive-parity states.

4.1.1 Negative-parity states

The h11/2, h9/2 and f7/2 single-proton orbitals (Table
5) were considered for the negative-parity states. The
adopted neutron-proton interaction strength parameters
are Aπ = 0.0 MeV (monopole), Γπ = 0.934 MeV

(quadrupole) and Λπ = 4.750 MeV (exchange). The re-
sults of the calculations for the low-lying negative-parity
states are shown in Fig. 8 together with the experimental
spectrum.
The comparison of the calculated and experimental

level schemes shows a good agreement. The 11/2−−7/2−
doublet made of the base state and first excited state is
well reproduced by the calculations. This is not the case
of the 15/2−1 −3/2−1 doublet for which the relative posi-
tion of the levels is inverted in the calculations. It ap-
pears that, relative to the experiment, the calculated level
spectrum is stretched above 1 MeV excitation energy, the
17/2−1 state being pushed about 300 keV upwards. The
Iπ = (5/2−, 7/2−) level observed at 784 keV excitation
energy, i.e. 628 keV above the 11/2− bandhead, corre-
sponds very likely to the 5/2−1 level calculated 625 keV
above the 11/2− state, the experimental and theoretical
branching ratios being in excellent agreement (Fig. 8).
The results of the calculations for the high-spin

negative-parity levels are shown and compared to the ex-
perimental spectrum [5–7] in Fig. 9. The experimental en-
ergies of yrast states of the h11/2 band with α = −1/2 sig-
nature up to I = 27/2 are better reproduced than those
of the α = +1/2 states (I = 17/21, 21/21, 25/21) and
yrare states (19/22, 23/22). This can be due to the fact
that the γ-band of the core is calculated too high and to
the truncation in the core states included in the calcula-
tion.
All the levels have a very pure h11/2 configuration, the

h9/2 and f7/2 components never exceeding 16% together.
The high-spin levels of the α = +1/2 and of the two
α = −1/2 branches are characterized by different dom-
inant contributions of the core states in their wave func-
tions which are shown below for the lowest level of each
cascade:
∣∣11/2−1

〉
= 33%

∣∣0+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ 30%

∣∣2+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉

+11%
∣∣4+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ . . .

∣
∣17/2−1

〉
= 8%

∣
∣3+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ 38%

∣
∣4+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉

+29%
∣∣6+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ . . .

∣
∣19/2−2

〉
= 38%

∣
∣4+2 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ 16%

∣
∣5+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉

+15%
∣∣7+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ . . .

In this schematic representation of the wave function, the
numbers standing in front of kets give probabilities rather
than amplitudes.
Bosonic effective charges eB

π = eB
ν = 0.12 e.b [36],

fermionic effective charge eF
π = 1.0 e and boson gyro-

magnetic factors gB
π = 0.892 µN and gB

ν = 0.054 µN

[38] have been used to calculate electromagnetic transi-
tions. For the radial integrals < r2 > the harmonic oscil-
lator values have been taken. The spin g-factor has been
quenched by a factor 0.7 as usual. The decay properties
of the 15/2−1 and 19/2

−11 levels are well rendered by the
theory. Indeed we have calculated the following transi-
tion probalities B(E2; 19/2−1 → 15/2−1 ) = 0.505 e

2b2 and
B(E2; 15/2−1 → 11/2−1 ) = 0.472 e

2b2 which are close to
the measured values 0.45+0.08

−0.04 e
2b2 and 0.40±0.02 e2b2,
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Fig. 8. Comparison of experimental (middle) and calculated low-spin negative-parity levels of 123Cs. The experimental levels
are those observed in the present work except the states labelled with an asterisk which were taken from in-beam data [5-7].
The levels calculated with the IBFM-2 model are shown in the right panel while those calculated with the CQPC model are
represented in the left panel. For each level, the transition intensities are proportional to arrow widths, the strongest transition
being set arbitrary to 100. Energies in keV are given relative to the first 11/2− level which energy is set to zero

respectively [39]. The main decay properties of the high-
spin states are reasonably well reproduced by the model
(Fig. 9). The theoretical dipole magnetic moment of the
11/2−1 state is µ(11/2

−
1 ) = 6.39 µN . This value cannot be

compared to the experimental one because this moment
has not been measured but it agrees with µ = 6.55±0.10
µN determined for 129Cs [40].
To conclude, the negative-parity level spectrum is rea-

sonably well described by the model.

4.1.2 Positive-parity states

We have performed calculations for the positive-parity
states in 123Cs with the IBFM-2 model using a procedure
described in a previous analysis of positive-parity states
of odd-A lanthanum isotopes [41]. In this multi-shell cal-
culations, the g7/2, d5/2, d3/2 and s1/2 single-proton levels
are considered for the fermionic part. Single-particle en-
ergies were taken originally from [42] but they had to be
changed in order to reproduce the observed level density

at low-excitation energy in 123Cs (see Table 5). The en-
ergy separation between the πg7/2 and πd5/2 levels was
reduced relative to that given in the above reference. This
change has been needed to describe appropriately with
the IBFM-1 model the odd-neutron Xe [43] and Ba iso-
topes [44]. For the odd-proton case, a similar change was
already made to describe Eu isotopes using the IBFM-1
[45] and IBFM-2 [46] models. The neutron-proton inter-
action strengths Aπ = −0.035 MeV, Γπ = 0.629 MeV and
Λπ = 0.746 MeV are set by a best fit of the energy levels
in 123Cs.

Figure 10 shows that the experimental and calculated
level energies are in good agreement. We discuss below the
nature of the states and suggest band structures by com-
paring experimental and theoretical level spectra, branch-
ing ratios (Fig. 11) and components of the wave functions.

Experiments and IBFM-2 calculations agree about the
1/2+ spin and parity assignment to the ground state which
has a wave function dominated by the πd5/2 orbital with
a 46% component. Large contributions (26% and 23%) in
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Fig. 9. The observed h11/2 band structure in 123Cs (middle) compared to calculated spectra obtained with the IBFM-2 model
(right) and CQPC model (left). Only levels with 11/2 ≤ I ≤ 27/2 are represented. To make the figure readable only the
levels calculated which have their counterparts in the experiment [7] are shown. For each level, the transition intensities are
proportional to arrow widths, the strongest transition being set arbitrary to 100. Energies in keV are given relative to the 11/2−

base level which energy is set to zero

the wave function arise from the s1/2 and d3/2 orbitals,
respectively. This is somewhat surprising due to large en-
ergy spacings (≈ 3 MeV) between the d5/2 s.p. level and
the s1/2 and d3/2 s.p. levels. The ground state is associ-
ated with the 1/2+[420](πd5/2) configuration as expected
from the position of the Fermi level at a quadrupole defor-
mation β2 ≈ 0.24 (Fig. 7). The calculated dipole magnetic
moment for the ground state equals µ(1/2+1 ) = 1.79 µN .
It is compatible with the measured value 1.377(7) µN [13].

The first calculated excited state is 3/2+1 and emerges
from IBFM-2 with correct energy (30.6 keV experimental
to compare to 36.9 keV calculated), spin and parity. It has
a “dispersed” structure with d3/2 (35%) and d5/2 (33%)
dominant components.

The second excited state located at 94.6 keV with
Iπ = 5/2+ corresponds to the 5/2+1 level calculated at
88.9 keV. Its wave function is strongly dominated by the
d5/2 component with an amplitude of 65%. The 9/2+ state
observed at 468 keV which decays mainly to the 5/2+1 level
is assigned to the πd5/2 band. Its counterpart calculated
at 468 keV excitation energy is predicted to decay to both
the 5/2+1 and 7/2

+
1 states but the intensity of the transi-

tion calculated towards the 7/2+1 level is four times larger
than the experimental one. Because of the strong experi-

mental E2 transition observed between the 5/2+1 level and
the 1/2+ ground state, which is only partially reproduced
by the calculations in spite of a dominant d5/2 component
(46%) calculated for the ground state, we propose to in-
clude the 1/2+ ground state into the α = +1/2 signature
branch and to consider the full band as being based on the
[420]1/2+ state. The state observed at 124 keV with 3/2+
or 5/2+ spin and parity assignments could correspond to
the 3/2+2 level calculated at 282 keV with a preponder-
ant d5/2 component (59%). Indeed the strong deexcita-
tion observed for this level towards the 1/2+ ground state
agrees with the model prediction. Then the 124 keV level
would be the lowest member of the α = −1/2 signature
branch. The 7/2+3 state calculated at 658 keV with a 50%
d5/2 component (Fig. 10) could be the second level in this
branch predicted by the model, its experimental counter-
part having not been observed.
The IBFM-2 calculations generate a clear band-like

structure dominated by the spherical πg7/2 orbital. It is
represented from 5/2+ up to 15/2+ in the right hand-
side panel of Fig. 10 with states having between 70% and
80% of g7/2 component in their wave functions. The 5/2+2
and 7/2+1 levels calculated respectively at 173 and 190
keV are the counterparts of the 5/2+2 and 7/2

+
1 levels ob-

served respectively at 147 and 232 keV. The calculated
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Fig. 10. Low-spin positive-parity levels in 123Cs. The left panel shows the present experimental results which are compared to
the theoretical predictions obtained with the IBFM-2 model (right panel). The experimental levels are those observed in the
present work except for the Iπ = 11/2+ and 15/2+ levels taken from [7]. All the levels calculated below 1.0 MeV plus some
selected ones above that energy are plotted together with the s1/2, d3/2, d5/2, g7/2 components of their wave functions

Fig. 11. Band structures of positive parity proposed for 123Cs. The middle panel shows the present experimental results which
are compared to the theoretical predictions obtained with the IBFM-2 model (right panel) and the CQPC model (left panel).
For each state the transition intensities are proportional to arrow widths, the strongest transition being set arbitrarily to 100.
The branching ratios can be directly deduced from arrow widths

and experimental branching ratios are similar except for
the 5/2+2 →5/2+1 transition which is overestimated in our
IBFM-2 description (Fig. 11). The 9/2+ level of this band
has not been observed in the experiments and is still un-
known in this nucleus. The 7/2+ level is fed by the 428
and 600 keV γ-rays depopulating respectively the (11/2+)
and (15/2+) levels [7]. We propose to include the 30.6
keV, 3/2+1 level in the α = −1/2 signature branch of the
band because of the strong 7/2+→3/2+, E2 transition of

201.0 keV. As shown in Fig. 11, this band-like structure
in 123Cs is proposed to correspond to a πg7/2 band. It
fits into the systematics of the odd-A Cs nuclei shown in
Fig. 6 and agrees with the observations made for odd-A La
nuclei, in particular the isotone 125La [47]. In 121Cs, this
3/2+1 state becomes the ground state. From ABMR and
magnetic moment measurements it was identified as the
3/2+[422] Nilsson state dominated by the spherical πg7/2

subshell [12,13].
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From this analysis we conclude that the observed
positive-parity states are well explained by the IBFM-2
model.

4.2 The CQPC model calculation

The properties of the 123Cs nuclei were also studied in the
framework of the core-quasiparticle model developed in
[48,49] and applied in numerous works, e.g. to the mass
A = 120 − 130 region [39,47,50]. In the CQPC model,
an odd-A nucleus is considered as an odd quasiparticle
coupled to the neighbouring (A − 1) and (A + 1) even-
even cores. In the case of the 123

55Cs nucleus it means that
the 55th proton is coupled to the 122

54Xe and
124
56Ba cores.

The valence particle/hole are coupled to the core due to
quadrupole-quadrupole interaction. The pairing interac-
tion is also taken into account.
The calculation shows that, to reproduce the 123Cs

data, one needs to increase significantly (about 40%) the
strength of the core-particle quadrupole interaction com-
paring to the value used in [47,50]. To some extent this
increment can simulate the effect of core polarization that
can change the deformation of the core comparing with
the deformation of the real neighbouring even-even nu-
clei. This problem would be elucidated if more properties
of 123Cs (e.g. E2 transition probabilities) sensitive to nu-
clear shape were known.
For the pairing interaction the standard formula ∆ =

135/A MeV has been taken and the Fermi level position
(in our case λ−ε(g7/2) = −1.4 MeV) was chosen to repro-
duce the number of valence protons in 123Cs nucleus. The
electromagnetic properties such as γ-transition probabil-
ities and static magnetic moments have been calculated
using standard values of proton charge and effective g-
factors [47].
It was assumed that the collective states of the even-

even cores (122Xe and 124Ba) can be described in the frame
of the rigid triaxial rotor model of Davydov-Filippov. To
simplify the problem we also assumed that both cores are
identical. The calculations, which were pointed mainly to
describe the negative-parity states, suggest a prolate core
with parameters β = 0.27, γ = 20o, E(2+) = 210 keV1. It
is worthwhile to mention that the corresponding param-
eters for the real 122Xe and 124Ba nuclei are β = 0.295,
γ = 24o, E(2+) = 331 keV [39] and β = 0.285, γ = 20o,
E(2+) = 230 keV, respectively. Thus, the accepted cores
are more similar to the 124Ba nucleus than to the 122Xe nu-
cleus. The thirty-three lowest core states up to Iπ = 16+
were used. The maximum spin of 123Cs studied in this
work is equal to 27/2.

4.2.1 Negative-parity states

The negative-parity states in 123Cs were treated as the
π1h11/2 and π2f7/2 orbitals coupled to the core collective
states. The single-particle energies ε(h11/2) = 2.18 MeV

1 The Bohr convention for β and γ parameters is used.

and ε(f7/2) = 7.18 MeV were obtained from the Woods-
Saxon potential [47]. The results of the CQPC calculations
for the negative-parity states are presented in Fig. 8 and
compared to experimental data. It follows from the cal-
culation that the considered states are mainly built from
the h11/2 proton coupled to the core collective states. The
decoupled band has a very pure h11/2 configuration. The
contribution of the competitive π2f7/2 state in the wave
functions is lower than 10%. The π2f7/2 orbital has some-
what stronger influence on the low-spin low-energy states.
For example, the 3/2−1 level that is mainly (68%) com-
posed of the 4+1 core state coupled to the π1h11/2 orbital
has 14% contribution of the 2+1 state coupled to the π2f7/2

state. From the comparison made in Fig. 8 we see that the
CQPC calculations reproduce all low-spin states observed
in this work. The I = (5/2−, 7/2−) state, observed at
784.4 keV, i.e. 628 keV above the 11/2− level (Fig. 4), is
too weakly fed in β-decay to obtain a unique Iπ assign-
ment. We propose that this state could correspond to the
Iπ = 5/2−1 state calculated at 687 keV. Indeed, the ob-
served and calculated decay mode of the level to both the
lowest 7/2−1 and 3/2

−
1 states are in good agreement, the

branching ratio for the 5/2−1 → 7/2−1 and 5/2
−
1 → 3/2−1

transitions being 2.9 ± 0.4 from the experiment and 2.74
from the theory. The last value was calculated taking the
theoretical B(E2) and B(M1) values and the experimen-
tal transition energies. These results obtained with the
CQPC model are in good agreement with the experiment
and IBFM-2 predictions.

The CQPC model reproduces also high-spin negative-
parity states populated in heavy-ion reactions [5–7]. We
found that the levels belonging to the α = −1/2 decou-
pled band with spins and parity Iπ = 11/2−1 , 15/2

−
1 ,

19/2−1 , . . . (see Fig. 9) have their counterparts in our cal-
culations. What is more, for the 15/2−1 and 19/2

−
1 lev-

els, the B(E2; 19/2−1 → 15/2−1 ) = 0.52 e
2b2 and B(E2;

15/2−1 → 11/2−1 ) = 0.48 e
2b2 values are in a reason-

able agreement with the experimental ones [39] equal
to 0.45+0.08

−0.04 e
2b2 and 0.40±0.02 e2b2, respectively. It is

worthwhile to notice that the calculated dipole magnetic
moment for the 11/2−1 level equals 6.10 µN . As pointed
out in Sect. 4.1.1, the experimental value for 123Cs is
not known so far but the measurement done for 129Cs
[40] gives µ(11/2−1 ) = 6.55(10) µN . It agrees very well
with the theoretical prediction. According to our calcu-
lations, the states Iπ = 19/2−2 , 23/2

−
2 , 27/2

−
2 , . . . referred

to as band 4 in [7] have a dominant contribution of the
4+2 , 6

+
2 , 8

+
2 , . . . core states, respectively. All these states

have a very strong K = 2 component. Hence, this sec-
ond α = −1/2 band can be treated as the γ-vibrational
band built on the πh11/2 orbital. The third band with
α = +1/2 and states Iπ = 17/2−1 , 21/2

−
1 , 25/2

−
1 , . . . has a

similar character. Its lowest state 17/2−1 is calculated 1027
keV above the 11/2− base state vs. 1004 keV measured
(Fig. 8). Its levels have contributions of the K = 2 states
with spins I = 3+1 , 5

+
1 , 7

+
1 , . . .. The differences between the

three above discussed bands can be seen considering the
main components of the calculated wave function of the
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three representative states:
∣∣11/2−1

〉
= 35%

∣∣0+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ 31%

∣∣2+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉

+13%
∣∣4+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ . . .

∣∣17/2−1
〉
= 23%

∣∣3+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ 22%

∣∣4+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉

+17%
∣∣6+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ . . .

∣∣19/2−2
〉
= 45%

∣∣4+2 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ 26%

∣∣5+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉

+7%
∣∣7+1 ⊗ h11/2

〉
+ . . .

As mentionned in Sect. 4.1.1, the numbers in front of
kets give probabilities rather than amplitudes. One sees
that the second band with α = −1/2 built on the 19/2−2
state has much stronger γ-vibrational character than the
α = +1/2 band based on the 17/2−1 state. This charac-
ter is more pronounced than deduced from the IBFM-
2 model. To sum up the results of calculation for the
negative-parity levels, we can ascertain that all consid-
ered states with I ≤ 27/2 are explained in the frame
of the model assuming the odd proton (h11/2, f7/2) cou-
pled to the collective prolate core. The new experimen-
tal information presented in this work supports the con-
clusion of [7] that the low-lying collective oblate states
suggested in theory [33] are not, up to now, observed in
123Cs.

4.2.2 Positive-parity states

For the positive-parity states the s1/2, d3/2, d5/2 and g7/2

single-proton orbitals were taken into account. Their ener-
gies are the same as those used in the present work in the
IBFM-2 model calculations (see Table 5). Additionally, we
included the π1g9/2 orbital with energy ε(g9/2) = −5.35
MeV similar to that used in [47]. The energy was fitted
to reproduce the 9/2+(114 ns) isomeric state (Fig. 4). In
result, the calculated energy of the 9/2+ state is equal to
236 keV which agrees with the experimental one, E = 232
keV.
The results of the CQPC calculations for the positive-

parity states are presented in Fig. 11. It is interesting to
notice that this low-energy level scheme and decay prop-
erties are similar to that obtained in the IBFM-2 model
although there are some differences. For example, we ob-
serve that in the CQPC calculation the order of the close
lying 5/2+2 and 7/2

+
1 states does not agree with the ex-

periment as well as the IBFM-2 calculation.
The main component of the wave function of the 1/2+1 ,

5/2+1 , 3/2
+
2 levels is πd5/2 orbital with probability about

48%, 43%, 43%, respectively. It is in qualitative agreement
with the IBFM-2 model analysis, see discussion in Sect.
4.1.2. A difference is observed for the 3/2+1 state which in
the CQPC calculation is built of the g7/2 orbital (70%)
instead of the “dispersed” structure with d3/2 and d5/2

components from the IBFM-2 model.
In the framework of the CQPC model the dipole

magnetic moments of the low-lying states were calculat-
ed:

a: µ(1/2+1 ) = 1.27 µN which is very close to the measure-
ment 1.377(7) µN [13].

b: µ(3/2+1 ) = 0.77 µN . There is no experimental value for
123Cs but in the case of 121Cs [13] the measured value
equals 0.770(4) µN .

c: µ(9/2+;πg−1
9/2) = 5.13 µN . There is no experimental

information for 123Cs but, in the case of 119Cs and
121Cs [13], the appropriate values equal 5.46(3) and
5.41(3) µN , respectively.

In all cases the agreement between theory and experiment
is excellent.

5 Summary

The decay of 123Ba to 123Cs has been studied with
mass-separated sources. A level scheme of 123Cs includ-
ing twenty six new excited levels has been constructed by
using γ-ray and conversion electron detection techniques.
The excitation energy of the Iπ = 11/2−, T1/2 = 1.7 s
long-lived isomer is confirmed to be 156.3 keV. This fixes
unambiguously the excitation energy of the bandhead of
the h11/2 band structure. A new T1/2 = 114 ns isomer has
been established at 232 keV using the recoil catcher tech-
nique on-line. It is assigned to the Iπ = 9/2+ bandhead
of the πg9/2 collective band. A collective band based on
the 1/2+ ground state is proposed. A new band is estab-
lished on the first 3/2+ excited state by adding the present
results and in-beam data.
Two theoretical approaches have been used to ex-

plain the observed level structure, namely the IBFM-2 and
CQPC models. There is a fair agreement between the two
theories and the experiment. The negative-parity states
are generated mainly from the πh11/2 orbital with small
components from the πh9/2 or πf7/2 orbitals. From the
energy and decay mode of the calculated 5/2−1 state, we
propose a Iπ = 5/2− assignment for the level at 784.4
keV excitation energy. The high-spin band structure is
reasonably well described by the two models. All observed
negative-parity states with I ≤ 27/2 are explained in the
framework of the CQPC model assuming the coupling of
an proton from the h11/2 or f7/2 orbitals to a triaxial core.
This means that the states with oblate deformation sug-
gested in theory [33] are, up to now, not observed in 123Cs.
The positive-parity states, whose the structure is much

more complex than the negative-parity levels due to the
mixing of the s1/2, d3/2, d5/2, g7/2 proton orbitals have
been analysed using both models. The models give similar
results reproducing the main characteristics of the exper-
imental level spectrum. The πd5/2 and πg7/2 bands are
identified among the calculated levels based on the com-
position of their wave functions. Observed levels are pro-
posed to belong to these configurations by comparing their
energies and electromagnetic properties (γ-decay modes,
dipole magnetic moments) to model estimates. The 1/2+
ground state and first 3/2+1 excited level are characterized
by strongly mixed wave functions.
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